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‘‘the only q~aIification prescrited for a paid 
nurse in a Worlrhouse was that  she should be 
able t o  read written directions upon medicines.” 
I n  1865 the  Poor Lam Board advised the  employ- 
ment of “ a  sufficiency of paid” Father than 
Pa11Per nurses, and in 1869 night nursing Tvas re- 
cognised as i~ necessity to b e  provided. BY this 
clate p a w x  nursing had been almost entirely 
superseded in the London Poor Law Infirniaries, 
a11d by 1874 the  training OF nurses ill these inski- 
tiltions was in: full operation. It was not, home\yer, 
until 1897 that the  Local Government Board 
issuecl an order prohibiting tlie eniployment of a 
pawer  “ t o  perform the duties of a nurse in the 
si& or lying-in mards of the Workhouse.” A 
pauper may still be employed as ‘‘ an attendant,” 
if approved by the Medical Officer, . and working 
‘‘ under the immediate supervision of a paid officer 
of the Guardians.” This means that they may be 
engaged in helping t o  clean the  wards, t o  move 
patients, t o  assist a nurse in changing the  linen 
of a helpless case to  carry food to ‘the patients, 
but ?tot t o  actually feed them. 

At the same time it was prescribed tha t  
‘( nurses and assistant nurses ” niust have had 
‘( practical esperience in nursing ” before appoint- 
ment, and tha t  should the1 sick be sufficiently 
aumeroiis t o  necessitate the employment of three 
or more nurses, one must be styled Superintendent 
Nurse, and hold the qualification of a three-years’ 
training in  a recognised training school. 

In paragraph 30 ive get some interesting figures 
shoming the number of nurses eiiiployed a t  dif- 
ferent dates in Poor Lam institutions : - 
1866-0nly 111 paid nurses in the  3Ietropolitan 

Worlchouses (before the creation of Infir- 
maries). 

1883-84-There were 610 in the Metropolitan In- 
firlliarim and 174 in t he  London %’OrkhOliSeS. 

I n  1901 there mere 1,2L6 nurses in the RIetropolis 
and 1,924 in the rest of England ancl Wales; 
2,000 probationers in addition. 

t o  tile present cliaracter of tlie .ivork in the 
111fii*nlaries, it is interesting t o  note that “ about 
3,000 operations, some of them of a most seriaus 
ancl iiilportant character, are annually performed 
ill tlie Lonclon Infirmaries. . . S~\WTJ of 
tllenl have ngntgen ray apparatus, and Camber- 
lT?e1l IlIfirmary has elaborate equipment for 
electrical t,reatment. . . . A. weat develop- 
lllellt talren place in the cliaracter of t.hese 
iiistitiltio1ls. . , . The Guardians 1 1 a ~  been 
OlJligeCl to trail1 tlieir own nurses . * - w11ich 
alolle hag llecessitntec~ a certain amount of s@cal 
,,.or~i; allcl . . . tBej pressure on the  accom- 
311oc1atioll of voluntary 11mpltals drlvell 
illto t he  prorlrilollse Infirinaries m w  l’ersons re- 
quiriilg surgical treatment.” 

The Commissioners considered that the eyiclence 
heard by them proved tliat the prejudice amongst 
the poor against the Infirmary iQ fast disappear- 
ing, tsliat persons of a higher soclal standing seek 
aclmittance, especially in the large towns, many 
of the ptxtients being by no means l)aupel’sJ the 
cost of their maintenance being recovered by the 
Gnardians ; in the  country Workhouse sick wards 

this is not the case, or, at  any rate, to a much 
lesser estent, and there is still a very strong feeling 
amongst the  respectable married women against 
having a child registered as born in a Workhouse. 

Not only‘do the  Infirmaries in those districts 
where there are no general hospitals supply their 
place t o  a large estent in taking emergency, 
police, ancl accident cases, but they are also (‘the 
only institutions t o  which such infectious diseases 
as erysipelas, puerperal fever, measles, whooping 
cough, and chicken-pos can be sent for treatment. 

I n  spite, however, of the great improvements 
which have taken place in the nursing organisa- 
tion of these great Infirmaries, and in the  sick 
wards of the Workhouses, the Commissioners are 
of opinion that much remains still t o  be done. 
In &he small rural Workhouses there is shown t o  
be often great difficulty in obtaining suitable 
nurses j the  reasons given include inadequate 
salaries, unsatisfactory accommodation, long 
hours , monotonous occupation, and absence of 
companionship; and it is suggested tha t  a scheme 
might be evolved whereby if larger administrative 
areas were formed, institutions could be set apart 
for the sick, and many of the  above disadvantages 
removed. 

The Commissioners also draw attention t o  the 
great difference in the  proportion of nursing staff 
t o  beds observable between Hospitals and Poor 
Law Infirmaries. The old contention is t o  a cer- 
tain ex+ent upheld tha t  the chronic, senile, and 
bedridden patients require less skilled attention 
than do acute cases, a conclusion to which great 
exception must be taken by anyone conversant with 
work amongst paralysed patients, and the unceas- 
ing vigilance required t o  ensure cleanliness and 
the absence of bed and pressure sores. 

Hmm TODD. 

THE CENTRAL POOR LAW CONFERENCE. 
Dr. T. J. IUacnamara, X.P., will preside a t  the  

Central Poor Law Conference, which mill be opened 
by the Lord Mayor, a t  the Guildhall, on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, April 27th and 28th. Four mem- 
bers of the Central Committee of Poor Lam Confer- 
ences mill read papers on tlie report of the Royal 
Commission on the Poor Lams and Relief of Dis- 
tress. ‘‘ Administration J J  mill be dealt with by 
Mr. F. H. Bentham, who was a member of the 
Royal Commission, and is chairman of the  Brad- 
fora Board of Guardians, and by E. E. J. Man- 
ton, a guardian of Birmingham. (‘ Methods of Re- 
lief ” are t o  be treated by the  Re\.. P. S. G. Pro- 
pert, chairman of the Fulham Boarcl of Guardians. 
rrUneniployment!J mill be opened by Mr. R. A. 
Leach, clerk of the  Rochdale Board of Guardians. ’ 

The Franco-British charity Fbte and Bazaar, 
1909, will be held from June 9th t o  June 12th, for 
the, benefit of the French charities in London and 
thO British League of &‘krcy, under the patronage 
of the. Queen, RI. Paul Cambon, the  Lord Mayor of 
hndoii, and the British and French Committees 
of the  late Franco-British Zshibition. 
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